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It was a fearfnil sight to see them thus frying in
the fyer, and the streams of blood quenching the
same, and horrible was the stinck & sente ther
of: but the victory seemed a sweet sacrifice.
Yet probably more important is John
Winthrop's History of New England, in the
form of a diary, whose first entry was made
off Cowes in 1630 and whose last was re-
corded in the year 1649. "Winthrop, the first
governor, though matter-of-fact like Brad-
ford, illumines the Puritans' conception of
the frontier, as well as other idiosyncrasies in
their thought. Thus, observing a combat be-
tween a mouse and a snake, in which the
former conquered, he noted
that the snake was the devil; the mouse was a
poor contemptible people, which God had brought
hither, which should overcome Satan here and
dispossess him of his Kingdom.
Vinthrop, indeed, never tired of relating such
"special providences"; his anecdotes of the
colonies* customs made his book a treasure-
trove for American men of letters and his-
torians. Not only does he marvel at the fa-
mous mass hallucination of the phantom ship
in New Haven harbor and the use of bullets
as farthings, but he depicts the drunkard
Robert Cole, wearing his red "D" about his
throat. Hawthorne, Longfellow, and Whit-
tier are in debt to John "Winthrop's dry rec-
ord, as are all lovers of New England to his
correspondence with Margaret, his wife. This
is a memorial of a gracious Puritan love story.